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INDEPENDENT WE STAND ANNOUNCES 2012 COMMUNITY SUPPORT INDEX RESULTS 

Community support survey highlights small business support for local charities. 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. – Independent We Stand, a movement of locally-owned businesses 

dedicated to educating communities about the importance of “buying local,” recently 

announced the results of their national survey of more than 600 small business owners 

where participants were asked to answer questions about their businesses’ support of 

local charities. 

The study, titled “Independent We Stand Community Support Index,” reflects the level 

of support small businesses offer to local charities. Results show that 98.3 percent of the 

time, local business owners surveyed will support locally based charities over national 

charities. Overall, the survey suggests that local businesses are among the first to offer 

their communities a helping hand. Other interesting findings include: 

• 89.1 percent of small business owners believe it is important to donate money 

to charities. 

• 100 percent of the businesses surveyed donate money to charities at least one 

time a year. More than half of those businesses have made a donation of 

$1,000 or more in the last 12 months. 

• 80.9 percent believe it is important to volunteer time and support to charities.  

• 57.2 percent of small businesses dedicated 11 or more hours to charity work in 

the last 12 months. 

• At least 55.2 percent of local businesses donate resources once a year. Of 

those, 43.9 percent donate resources several times a year. 

Independent We Stand, sponsored in part by STIHL Inc., offers free advertising and 

promotional materials for all locally owned businesses to promote the importance of 

“buying local.” The website also offers a business database for consumers to find local, 

independent businesses in their area. To learn more, please visit 

www.IndependentWeStand.org. 

About Independent We Stand  

Independent We Stand is a movement of independent business owners across the 

country to inform their communities about the importance of “Buying Local” and how 

these efforts bolster their local economy. This movement supports all local and national 

causes committed to boosting local economic development projects. Premium business 
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listings are now available. The Independent We Stand movement is sponsored by STIHL 

Inc. www.IndependentWeStand.org                       

 

### 

 
* Methods: The Independent We Stand “Community Support Index” findings are based on survey 

results of 661 responses by small businesses. The survey was open to Independent We Stand 

members and non-members alike, and was posted on Survey Monkey.  


